Benefit by Switching
to Online Bill Pay

Are you still paying your Venture
Communications bill by writing
a check and mailing it to us? If
SO, we encourage you to use
Online Bill Pay and pay electroni-
cally instead.
You'll gain /
more secu-
rity, cut costs,

. ‘
save time, y s‘ 0’
and reduce ...:.0’.

A

paperwork.

To set up Online Bill Pay, visit
https://venturecomm.net/
how-can-i-view-or-pay-my-
bill-online/, and follow the
instructions.

Venture Communications

PO. Box 157

218 Commercial Avenue S.E.
Highmore, SD 57345-0157

Phone: 605-852-2224 — 24/7 Support

Office Hours: M-F 8 a.m. -5 p.m. CST
Email: venture@venturecomm.net

Text to Chat: 605-852-2428 (Available
during Office Hours)

Website: www.venturecomm.net
Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram
Check Out Our eBill Mobile App!
It's available for

download in the App -_3
Store and Google Play.

!gg»gglurn

ETeaoSsSsSS W

communlcahons

cooperative

A NEWSLETTER FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS

SEPTEMBER 2025

GET A FREE 3 MONTH TRIAL
OF A HIGHER INTERNET SPEED

Fall means the return of school homework, watching football
games on streaming services, and other seasonal online activities.
It's the perfect time to step up your internet speed, especially
since Venture Communications will let you try it for free!

Here's how it works: You can enjoy a higher speed tier for 3
months while continuing to pay the same monthly rate you are
now. If you currently have a 100 Mbps plan, try 250 Mbps. If you
currently have a 250 Mbps plan, try 500 Mbps or 1 Gig. The
only way to see what a difference much faster internet makes
is to experience it first-hand in your home! You have nothing to
lose—except annoying buffering!

CALL 605-852-2224 TO SIGN UP!

Your 3-montbh trial begins on the date of your residential internet speed upgrade. After 3 months, Ven-
ture Communications will automatically begin charging you the new price of the faster internet plan
unless you contact us to revert to your original plan.
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Don't Pass by This
Password Reminder

You've heard it before, but we'll
say it again. It's important to have
strong passwords and change
them regularly to help keep your
accounts safe. Here are the basics:

Don’t use personal information.
This includes names of people in
your family, your address, or birth-
days, since this information can be
publicly available to hackers.

Don’t use real words. Password
cracking tools can process every
word in the dictionary until a match
is found. Instead, use uppercase and
lowercase letters combined with spe-
cial characters such as "&" or "#.”

Create longer passwords. The
longer it is, the better. Try for at
least 10 characters.

Don't use the same password
for multiple websites. If one
website has a data breach and
you've used that password else-
where, it's easier for hackers to
steal more information.

Change your passwords. Get in
the habit of changing them twice
a year when you reset your clocks
for Daylight Saving Time.
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How to Get Less Spam in Your Inbox

While most spam emails are relatively harmless and just annoying,
keep in mind that scammers also use them to unleash phishing
attacks and expose you to malware. That’s why it's important to
take steps to reduce the number of spam emails that get through
to your inbox.

The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) recommends using these strategies:

e Use an email filter. Check your email account to see if it has a tool to filter out
unwanted emails or to funnel them into a junk email folder. Many email providers (like
Gmail or Yahoo) have strong spam filters turned on by default. But there are ways
to make them work even better. For example, if any spam makes it through to your
inbox, mark it as spam or junk. Filters aren't perfect, so even emails that make it past
the filter might still be spam. Also, check your spam or junk folders occasionally to
make sure non-spam email didn’t end up in there.

e Block unwanted emails. Check your email provider’s settings for steps to block
unwanted emails. Try blocking specific email addresses or email domains (the part of
the address after the @).

® Check to see how companies will use your email address. Different websites
and apps handle your privacy differently. When you give a company your email address,
it might share or sell it to third parties. Checking a company’s privacy policy might
help you see how they’ll share your contact information.

* Unsubscribe from unwanted emails. Many email providers have features that help
you unsubscribe from email lists. They may show up as a banner or as a button when
you open the email. To find out what options your email provider has, search online
for the name of your email provider, plus “how to unsubscribe from unwanted emails”

Here's an added bonus: When you reduce spam emails, it's easier to

manage the emails that are important to you.
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